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method has been employed to verify the sustainabil-
ity of the different alternatives. 
The combined use of different multicriteria meth-
ods is probably a valid way to reduce the subjectiv-
ity of the assessment but, in our opinion, the 
complexity of the system, when all the components 
and interactions between the environment and the 
development plan have been considered, lead us to 
accept the subjectivity margin implied in the final 
judgement of the experts. Complete objectivity is a 
dangerous dream to pursue, especially if expressed 
solely by a number. 
The model is not the reality that it represents but, 
in the best case, a simplification of the reality, as 
proved in the conclusions of the case study: “Multi-
criteria evaluations to verify the feasibility of  
the road link Potenza–Matera” by A D’Auria,  
G Giordano and F Zaccara. In this study, the results 
of a (qualitative) assessment carried out using the 
analytic hierarchy process method (AHP) have been 
overturned by the (quantitative) assessment that 
emerged using Electre II. In this second approach, 
energetic-environmental parameters not considered 
in the previous analysis have been included. 
In spite of this result, the selected alternative has 
been the one indicated by the AHP method, to dem-
onstrate, once again, that the final decision is a  
political one. We agree with the authors about the 
need for the inclusion of energetic-environmental 
parameters in transport planning at the feasibility 
study phase, and not only during the EIA procedure 
(therefore at the definitive project stage, or, even 
better, at the SEA level). 
Finally, we have read with interest the collection 
of international examples that provide indications 
about some integrated strategies of sustainability 
adopted in urban planning, particularly the cases of 
the residential quarters of Vauban and Rieselfeld 
(Freiburg, Germany) that have contributed to 
Freiburg’s reputation as European Environmental 
Capital. 
In conclusion, we have thought for a long time 
that the link between sustainability and strategic en-
vironmental assessment was a minefield or, if you 
like, an unexpected route in no-man’s land or, even 
worse, a virtual route. Although this book provides 
stimulating food for thought, it does not seem to 
have found a persuasive road map yet. 
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Probably the highest endorsement I can give this 
book is to confess that I have used the first edition in 
my teaching of environmental impact assessment 
(EIA) for a number of years now and have subse-
quently changed over to this new version. It presents 
an excellent introduction to the theory and practice 
of EIA. It is clearly stated at the outset that the book 
has a UK orientation and thus it will have greatest 
value to students and newcomers to EIA practice from 
this country. However, the authors have made an ef-
fort throughout the book to provide comparative  
examples from other jurisdictions internationally and 
the overall emphasis is on the fundamentals of EIA; 
the result being that there should be something of 
value for everyone in this book. 
The structure of the book, from its first edition 
onwards, has been retained. However, the content 
has been updated in many places to reflect recent 
trends and learning about impact assessment  
practice. 
The book is divided into four parts. Part 1 on 
“Principles and Procedures” defines the basic EIA 
process and issues, and documents the origins of 
EIA in the United States before turning its attention 
to the European Community and UK context. 
Part 2 focuses on “Process” and walks through the 
stages of EIA over four chapters. In doing so, it  
provides a good mixture of principles, methods,  
examples based on case studies and regulations, and 
review of the literature. The chapter dealing with 
EIA follow-up in particular has been updated con-
siderably from previous editions and makes good 
use of the Sizewell B nuclear power station to dem-
onstrate the full potential for monitoring and audit-
ing after the decision. The methods for follow-up of 
socio-economic issues and impacts here, in addition 
to traditional environmental considerations, is par-
ticularly interesting. 
Part 3 examines EIA practice with a chapter on 
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UK experiences to date, followed by one document-
ing various case studies (most of which are from the 
UK) and another comparing various EIA systems 
from around the world. The examples and cases re-
flect the author’s knowledge as at the end of 2003 
and this is the part of the book that has been most 
updated from previous editions. 
Part 4 is entitled “Prospects” and has a chapter  
each on improving the effectiveness of project as-
sessment and widening the scope of assessment to 
include strategic environmental assessment (SEA). 
The movement towards sustainability appraisal is 
briefly touched on here and builds on initial dis-
cussion of the role of impact assessment for sustain-
ability first introduced in the opening chapter of the 
book. 
My chief criticism of the book is that it ends 
rather abruptly (with a short summary of SEA at the 
end of the chapter on this topic) and, in my view, 
would benefit from a concluding chapter that draws 
together some of the main threads of impact assess-
ment practice and its prospects for the future. Per-
haps this could be achieved by reversing the order of 
the last two chapters and embellishing the final sec-
tion, rather than by adding another chapter to what is 
already a substantial text. Without such an ending, 
the book tends to suffer from incrementalism  
(that is, examination of impact assessment as indi-
vidual parts); ironically this is something the book 
notes as a common criticism and short falling of EIA 
practice. 
Taken as a whole, the book is a comprehensive 
and dense text representing excellent value for 
money. It is very nicely presented with good use of 
tables and high quality figures throughout. Overall 
this is an informative book and probably the best 
introductory text on EIA available; it is well worth 
purchasing a copy. 
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This book is essentially about visual communica-
tions in the field of environmental planning and de-
sign. It is an edited volume that incorporates 
contributions from a range of leading international 
researchers and practitioners, and it is aimed at  
“students, researchers, consultants and decision 
makers in landscape planning, urban planning, forest 
management, urban design and environmental  
management”. 
In the preface, the editors make clear that it is not 
intended to be a ‘how to’ book that covers software 
development or the formulation of complex visuali-
zation algorithms, but rather it seeks to encourage a 
broader understanding of the underlying technolo-
gies, with a clear emphasis on applications. Thus, 
there are five key questions that the volume seeks to 
address: Why is visualisation important? How is it 
done? What are the ethical issues? What are the ma-
jor applications? Where are we going? 
The book is subdivided into three major parts. In 
Part 1, “Understanding visualization”, the range of 
chapters presented do an effective job of bringing 
the reader up to speed in terms of providing the con-
text and overview of issues relating to visualization, 
including: coverage of historical developments; 
definitions of environmental visualization; data 
sources; an overview of hardware/software; and is-
sues surrounding the validity of visualizations. 
Chapter 5, “Validity, reliability and ethics in visu-
alization” by Stephen R J Sheppard, is particularly 
noteworthy: the excellent critical perspective 
adopted in this chapter is both thought provoking 
and practical and deserves wide readership amongst 
established practitioners/researchers and students 
new to the field. Elsewhere in this part of the book, 
there is a tendency for some contributions (but not 
all) to end in ‘mid air’; these could have benefited 
from an editorial summary of key points and links to 
other chapters. 
Part 2, “Applications”, forms the core of the book 
and comprises 13 papers on topics that are divided 
broadly according to land-cover type (forest, agricul-
tural and urban landscapes) or sector, that is, energy, 
industry and infrastructure. Undoubtedly this part of 
the book does serve to demonstrate the variety, di-
versity and imaginative ways in which visualization 
technologies are employed in research and practice. 
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